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to its submarine commanders to sink at sight all ships
trading with Great Britain, .no matter what flag they
flew, or from what neutral port they came. Unre-
stricted submarine warfare had been declared!

Here was a challenge to the world and the United
States in particular which could not be ignored. The
American nation was roused at last, and President
Wilson acted at once. The previous year he had been
re-elected President for a second term on the strength
of his determination to keep his country out of the war,
and on a plea for "peace without victory" he had even
attempted to persuade the warring nations to consider
a peace conference in December, 1916. Now he saw
with deep regret that such hopes were no longer pos-
sible, and a few days after the German declaration, the
German ambassador was dismissed and relations be-
tween the two countries finally broken off. Still war
did not start at once, and desperate efforts were made
to preserve peace right up to the last moment. Then,
on March 16, 1917, came the final straw. German sub-
marines sank three American ships with loss of life,
and on April 6, 1917, the United States declared war
on Germany.

Woodrow Wilson was a man of peace. He hated
force as a means of settling disputes between nations.
In his efforts to keep the United States out of war he
had endured much. Many people, indeed, thought he
had been weak in his dealings with Germany, but now
that he had been compelled to declare war, he was deter-
mined that his country should fight it with all its power,
that it should fight, to use his own words, " for the